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Ward Seeks 
Judge's Recusal 
n Bend Case 

Former chief Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney Charles Ray 
Ward has joined in calling on 
Federal District Judge Lansing 
L. Mitchell to step down as 
presiding judge in a bonding 
company's suit against the Or- 
leans Parish District Attorney's 
office. 

Ward, a candidate for the 
DA's post in the November 
Democratic primary, said Judge 
Mitchell should recuse hin^self 
because of his former associa- 
tion with the law firm of 
Deutseh, Kerpgan and Stiles, 
which is representing the suit’s 
plaintiff, Maryland National In- 
surance Co, 

Harry F. Connick, a former 
assistant tf.S* attorney who also 
is expected to be a candidate 
for district attorney, earlier yes- 
terday called for recusal by 
Mitchell on the same grounds. 

JUDGE MITCHELL Tues- 
day postponed a hearing on the 
suit, in which Maryland Nation- 
al seeks to block seizure of its 
assets by the district attorney's 
office. It is alleged that the firm 
owes $529,Q9£1 In bond forfeitures 
dating back several years. 

In a prepared statement, 
Ward called the bail bond 
collection situation in the DA's 
office “deplorable,” and an out- 
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growth of da Jim garrison’s in-| 
vestigation of the assassination • 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

Ward said when the Kenne^ 
dy investigation began, bonding 
companies were “in a preca- 
rious financial position as a re- 
sult of strenuous collection ef- 
forts.” Garrison accepted offers 
by the firms to make periodic 
monthly payments, he said 

Attorney Clyde Merritt was 
hired in 1968 to supervise bail 
r bond collections, Ward said/ 
“After repeated demands by at- 
torneys representing bonding 
companies for an accounting, it 
was obvious that Mr. Merritt 
could not or would not submit a 
detailed accounting of outstand- 
ing liabilities,” he added. 

Ward said he terminated 
Memtt's services and placed 
Assistant DA Shirley Wimberlv 
in charge of the bond collet 
tions. 

When Wimberly informed 
him of the liability, said Ward, 
he directed Wimberly to seek a 
restraining order to prevent 
Maryland National from doing ! 
business in Louisiana until the 
outstanding debt was paid 

“The point is,”. Ward con- 
cluded, “that an investigation 
was begun into bonding compa- 
ny affairs, under my direction, ; 
prior to my resignation” from 
the DA's office. 

Judge Mitchell’s order tem- 
porarily restraining the DA’s of- 
fice from collecting Maryland 
National p s forfeitures is "a 
Rocking decision,” said Ward 
since this company has admit- 
ted that they owe the State of 
Louisiana more than one million 
dollars and has denied its re- 
possibility for payment of this 
debt. 



